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In our newsletter this month: 
!
• Tips on camping with your dog 
• Canadian Kennel Club CGN Test, 

Friday June 13th 
• Nanaimo Pet Services Play Skool 
• Clicker Training? 
• Public off-leash play area 
• Winners of our draw for this issue 
• Up coming events

Outdoors at the Crow & Gate
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Driveway to our shop

Maverick at Play Skool

Bernadette 
teaching 

class

Agility

Play Skool outdoor area
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CGN Test

Canadian	  Kennel	  Club	  C.G.N.	  
Test	  !
The	  Canadian	  Kennel	  Club	  is	  	  the	  sanc1oning	  body	  for	  the	  Canine	  
Good	  Neighbour	  tes1ng.	  
successfully	  comple1ng	  this	  15	  minute	  test	  with	  your	  dog	  has	  
several	  benefits.	  
	  	  

1.	   Dogs	  that	  are	  required	  to	  wear	  a	  muzzle	  in	  public,	  will	  	  	  	  
be	  exempt	  from	  that	  bylaw	  in	  Nanaimo	  once	  proof	  of	  
CGN	  qualifica1on	  has	  been	  completed.	  Nanaimo	  does	  
have	  breed	  specific	  legisla1on.	  

2.	   In	  some	  municipali1es	  the	  owner	  of	  a	  dog	  that	  has	  	  	  	  
CGN	  qualifica1ons	  will	  also	  be	  eligible	  for	  a	  reduced	  
license	  fee.	  

3.	   Passing	  the	  test	  is	  a	  great	  accomplishment,	  which	  will	  	  	  	  
create	  a	  stronger	  bond	  with	  your	  furry	  friend,	  since	  
you	  will	  have	  prac1sed	  good	  behaviour	  with	  your	  dog!	  

Nanaimo	  Pet	  Services	  offers	  these	  CGN	  tests	  
5	  <mes	  per	  year	  and	  the	  next	  one	  is	  on	  June	  
13,	  Friday	  early	  evening.	  
Test	  <me	  slots	  are	  available	  by	  pre	  booking	  
please	  
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NANAIMO PET SERVICES

Nanaimo Pet Services Play Skool

!!
On	  June	  1st	  our	  Play	  Skool	  services	  is	  now	  available	  5	  days	  a	  week.	  
Your	  4	  footed	  friend	  can	  now	  stay	  with	  us	  Mondays	  to	  Fridays.	  !

For	  more	  information	  contact	  us	  at:	  !
250-‐758-‐3908 

!
To	  see	  our	  Play	  Skool	  video	  go	  to	  our	  facebook	  page:	  

!

link
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Science has advanced our knowledge and understanding of animals and 
training drastically in last 30 years, however, traditional obedience training 
that uses punishment and corrections still seems to hold the main stream.  It's 
hard to imagine that even though we know that slapping, shaking and spanking 
your children is not only a poor way to encourage learning but also becomes a question of abuse.  Why 
are our pets any different?  30 years ago getting the strap may have been a common way to punish a 
child, but try it today and you'd get sued.  
Not only is it a question of morals, it's efficiency, and quality of learning.  You want a dog that wants to 
learn, wants to please and responds happily to your cues, then clicker training is for you! 
Clicker trainers use a small device called a clicker (or similar device like a dog whistle) to mark the exact 
moment that a behaviour is correct.  Think of it as taking a snap shot of the moment of behaviour that you 
want to capture.  Once you have marked the behaviour it must be followed by a reward.  Usually we use 
food as a reward, but it can also be toys, playtime etc.  Remember that a reward is in the eye of the 
beholder, so find something your pet really likes! 
Clicker training is not limited to dogs!  It is used for marine mammal training, zoo animal training, 
movie animal training, service animal training, police dog training, you name it!  If it can be trained you 
can do it with clicker training!  People have trained their pet mice, rats, gerbils, guinea pigs, rabbits, 
ferrets, cats, dogs, horses and more! 
Clicker training is not limited to our pets either, it gets used in all sorts of sports training for people as 
well.  Look up Tag Teach and you will find all sorts of information on how this idea of capturing a 
moment of behaviour helps people rehabilitating from injury when used in physical therapy, how it 
teaches athletes to perfect techniques, and allows kids to get involved with peer learning.  

Clicker Training??
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Public off-leash dog play area	


A	  trip	  to	  a	  dog-‐safe	  park	  or	  off	  leash	  area	  can	  be	  the	  highlight	  of	  your	  dog's	  week,	  but	  please	  
make	  sure	  your	  dog	  is	  suitable	  for	  such	  exercise	  and	  keep	  him	  safe!.	    
 
Before	  you	  grab	  the	  leash	  and	  go,	  there	  are	  some	  issues	  	  you	  should	  be	  aware	  of	  so	  you	  can	  	  
safely	  explore	  the	  great	  outdoors	  with	  your	  dog.	  it's	  not	  always	  just	  	  fun	  and	  games	  at	  the	  
park.	  Many	  problems	  can	  arise	  when	  owners	  aren't	  responsible	  or	  a	  dog	  is	  pushed	  out	  of	  
their	  comfort	  zone.	    
 
	    
The	  goal	  of	  this	  list	  is	  not	  to	  scare	  you	  away	  from	  the	  dog	  park	  but	  to	  make	  you	  aware	  of	  
potential	  risks.	  The	  more	  you	  know,	  the	  safer	  you	  and	  your	  dog	  will	  be.	   
 
Common	  dog	  park	  problems	  include: 
 
1.	  	  Sprains	  	  and	  strains–	  One	  wrong	  twist	  and	  turn	  (or	  a	  collision	  with	  another	  frolicking	  dog)	  
is	  all	  it	  takes	  to	  sprain	  a	  joint.	  Rough	  and	  tumble	  play,	  especially	  between	  dogs	  of	  vastly	  
different	  sizes,	  can	  result	  in	  bruises	  and	  other	  tissue	  damage.	  Make	  sure	  you	  understand	  
what	  is	  healthy	  play	  and	  interrupt	  the	  play	  if	  it	  gets	  out	  of	  hand! 
 
2.	  Bordatella	  (Kennel	  Cough)	  	  and	  other	  	  contagious	  diseases	  as	  well	  as	  parasite	  such	  as	  Nleas	  
can	  be	  	  anywhere	  that	  dogs	  interact	  .	  	  Ensure	  your	  dog	  is	  properly	  protected.	  Bring	  your	  own	  
water	  and	  dish,	  shared	  water	  can	  harbor	  illness 
 
3.	  Over	  heating	  	  and	  dehydration.	  	  Many	  dogs	  really	  have	  so	  much	  fun	  that	  they	  don't	  know	  
when	  to	  stop.	  As	  a	  result	  they	  can	  suffer	  from	  heat	  stroke	  or	  dehydration	  within	  a	  brief	  
period	  of	  time.	    
 
4.	  Injuries	  through	  collisions	  or	  bites	  from	  others	  Your	  dog	  might	  be	  the	  sweetest	  pup	  on	  
Earth	  but	  not	  every	  dog	  is	  friendly...and	  not	  every	  dog	  owner	  is	  responsible.	  A	  dog	  who	  is	  
nervous	  or	  aggressive	  may	  bite	  another.	  Bites	  occasionally	  result	  from	  overzealous	  play	  as	  
well.	  Interrupt	  all	  play	  that	  is	  risky!	  Learn	  to	  recognize	  it!	  If	  your	  dog	  is	  not	  good	  with	  others,	  
do	  not	  go	  to	  the	  off	  leash	  area!	  	  !

•	
 	  Never	  take	  your	  eyes	  off	  your	  dog	  while	  they	  are	  in	  the	  park.	  Don't	  get	  distracted	  by	      
your	  cell	  phone,	  book,	  or	  dog	  park	  companions.	  It	  takes	  only	  seconds	  for	  a	  problem	  to	  
occur.	  

•	
 Observe	  the	  dog	  park's	  rules	  and	  know	  your	  dog's	  limits.	  Do	  not	  force	  dogs	  to	  interact	      
if	  they	  are	  uninterested	  or	  uncomfortable	  with	  each	  other.	  If	  your	  dog	  appears	  to	  be	  
aggressive	  towards	  another	  dog,	  take	  them	  home.	  

If	  you	  are	  not	  sure	  about	  of	  leash	  areas	  but	  you	  want	  your	  dog	  to	  have	  a	  positive	  experience	  
with	  other	  dogs,	  bring	  them	  to	  PLAY	  SKOOL,	  where	  they	  will	  have	  fun,	  and	  will	  be	  closely	  
supervised	  by	  a	  professional!	   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Travelling and camping with your dog  is extremely rewarding and 
tons of fun, provided you think about a few rules first. Camping can 
be a dog’s dream come true… so much to sniff, see and do, and above 
all spending quality time with you!	  

Here are some tips to help your dog’s camping trip dream become a 
reality!	  

Travelling	  Dog	  Tips	  
•	
 Stop	  regularly	  along	  your	  travel	  route	  to	  allow	  your	  dog	  to	  have	  a	  bathroom	  break,	  drink	       

water	  and	  have	  some	  exercise.	  minimum	  of	  10	  –	  15	  minutes	  every	  two	  hours.	  
•	
 If	  your	  driving	  time	  is	  long	  and	  your	  dogs	  is	  crated,	  make	  sure	  to	  let	  him	  stretch	  his	  legs	       

more	  frequently.	  
•	
 Should	  you	  have	  to	  leave	  your	  dog	  for	  a	  short	  period	  in	  vehicle	  or	  RV	  always	  make	  sure	  there	       

is	  proper	  ventilation,	  shade	  and	  water	  for	  your	  dog.	  In	  ten	  minutes	  a	  closed	  vehicle	  can	  
become	  an	  oven	  when	  a	  live	  body	  is	  inside!	  	  

•	
 Try	  to	  make	  your	  dog’s	  travel	  area	  like	  home	  with	  a	  dog	  bed,	  blanket,	  toys,	  etc..	       

	  	  

Health	  and	  Safety	  
•	
 Be	  attentive	  to	  your	  dog’s	  health	  at	  all	  times.	       

•	
 Be	  knowledgeable	  of	  diseases	  that	  can	  be	  contracted	  through	  wildlife,	  plants,	  and	  insects.	       

(	  Nleas,	  ticks,	  mosquitos,	  spiders,	  snakes)	  	  
•	
 Use	  Nlea/tick	  prevention	  .	  Dogs	  are	  higher	  risk	  in	  getting	  ticks	  and	  Nleas	  	  outdoors.	       

•	
 Allow	  time	  for	  your	  dog	  to	  adjust	  to	  new	  surroundings,	  give	  your	  dog	  prime	  snifNing	  time	       

when	  you	  arrive	  at	  your	  destination,	  or	  during	  travel	  breaks,	  your	  dog	  will	  need	  to	  
investigate	  to	  feel	  safe	  and	  will	  lift	  up	  his	  head	  and	  give	  you	  brief	  eye	  contact	  when	  he	  
realizes	  all	  is	  well.	  	  

•	
 Make	  sure	  you	  provide	  rest	  time	  for	  your	  dog.	       

•	
 Never	  leave	  your	  dog	  unattended	  when	  it’s	  outside.	       

•	
 Remove	  any	  leftover	  dog	  food	  after	  mealtime	  and	  store	  in	  a	  place	  which	  will	  not	  attract	       

unwanted	  wildlife	  and	  insects.	  
•	
 Be	  extremely	  cautious	  when	  taking	  your	  dog	  	  into	  back	  country	  terrain.	  These	  areas	  are	  not	       

always	  	  suitable	  for	  dogs	  	  due	  to	  potentially	  rugged	  terrain,	  wildlife	  issues	  and	  the	  potential	  
for	  bear	  encounters.	  

•	
 swimming	  or	  wading	  in	  a	  fast	  Nlowing	  river	  can	  be	  a	  danger	  to	  your	  dog,	  they	  can	  be	  swept	       

away	  quickly.	  	  Laws	  make	  sure	  your	  dog	  is	  secured	  to	  you	  when	  allowing	  access	  to	  river	  or	  

Tips on Camping with your dog
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cont’d	  from	  page	  8	  

!
Common	  Campground	  Dog	  Rules	  and	  E>que@e	  
Make sure your dog is welcome at your campground destination! .	  

Here are some common general rules and etiquette that campers can follow:	  
•	
 Do	  not	  leave	  your	  dog	  unattended.	       

•	
 Keep	  your	  dog	  leashed,	  as	  this	  aids	  with	  keeping	  your	  pet	  safe,	  and	  from	  becoming	  an	       

unwanted	  visitor	  at	  neighbouring	  campsites.	  
•	
 Do	  not	  allow	  your	  dog	  to	  bark.	  Continuous	  barking	  can	  be	  a	  disturbance	  to	  your	       

neighbours	  and	  wildlife.	  
•	
 Respect	  campground	  rules	  regarding	  off-‐leash	  and	  on-‐leash	  areas.	       

•	
 Keep	  your	  dog	  under	  control	  at	  all	  times.	       

•	
 Always	  pick	  up	  after	  your	  dog,	  even	  if	  it	  is	  in	  a	  treed	  or	  forest	  area.	  Walkers,	  hikers,	       

bikers,	  etc.,	  will	  be	  using	  the	  area	  as	  well.	  
•	
 Carry	  an	  environmental-‐friendly	  dog	  bag	  to	  dispose	  of	  your	  dog’s	  waste	  in	  appropriate	       

trash	  containers.	  

Leashing	  >ps	  
•	
 Leash	  your	  dog	  well	  away	  from	  your	  campNire.	  Sparks	  can	  land	  on	  yoru	  dogs	  fur.	  	  	       

•	
 If	  needed,	  temporarily	  tether	  the	  leash	  to	  you	  or	  to	  a	  stake,	  a	  picnic	  table	  leg	  or	  RV	       

handle.	  
•	
 For	  a	  larger	  roaming	  area	  use	  	  we	  do	  not	  recommend	  using	  an	  expandable	  leash	  or	  a	  dog	       

tie-‐out.	  	  it	  quickly	  becoms	  a	  tripping	  hazard	  for	  people,	  and	  dogs	  can	  get	  a	  	  nasty	  injury	  
from	  wrapping	  their	  legs	  	  on	  rope.	  
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June 13, 2014 - 5:30pm start 
Registration on Site from 5pm on 
$20 for class dogs $25 for non-class dogs 
Canine Good Neighbour Test at Nanaimo Pet Services (indoor and out)	

Evaluators: Bernadette and Linda van Klaveren 
For more info on CGN check out the CKC (Canadian Kennel Club website)  www.ckc.ca !
June 28-29, 2014 (Two day limited entry trial) 
Entry opens: April 28, 2014 
Entry Closes: June 13, 2014 
NADAC Sanctioned Agility trial, Centennial Field, Beban Park, Nanaimo, BC outdoors on 
grass. 
Judge(s): Jeff Riedl 
Classes: Sat: 2 Reg, 2 Tg, 2 Wv Sun: 2 Reg, 2 J, 2 Tn !
Aug. 23-24 2014 
Entry opens: June 23, 2014 
Entry Closes: August 8, 2014 
NADAC Sanctioned Agility trial, Agriplex outdoor ring, Beban Park, Nanaimo, BC outdoors 
on hog fuel. 
Judge(s): Janine McGee 
Classes: Sat: 2 Reg, 2 Tg, 2 Wv Sun: 2 Reg, 2 J, 2 Tn !
October 24, 2014–5:30pm start	


Up and coming events at Nanaimo Pet Services
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Hope you enjoyed this issue! Will see you next time around.

!

Your Nanaimo Pet Services Team
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